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CAMBORNE  - REDRUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT 

For  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1948. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 
Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  And  Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  present  my  first  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  oi 
the  Urban  District  for  the  year  1948.  As  you  are  aware,  I only 
commenced  my  duties  in  April  1949,  and  therefore  I have  to 
make  my  report  on  the  records  of  my  predecessors.  Dr.  R. 
Pollok  (1st  January— 4th  July  1948)  and  Dr.  Aitchison  (5th  July 
— 31st  December,  1948). 

Epidemiologically  there  is  good  reason  to  be  satisfied,  no 
serious  outbreaks  or  epidemics  of  infectious  diseases  being  re- 
corded during  the  year. 

The  latter  half  of  the  year  brought  many  administrative 
changes,  due  to  the  inauguration  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  (1946).  The  Poor  Law  Acts  have  been  repealed  whereby  out- 
door relief  formerly  granted  by  Relieving  Officers  as  agents  for  the 
County  Council  is  superseded  by  allowances  administered  by  the 
National  Assistance  ^ard.  Care  and  welfare  of  the  aged  and 
chronic  sick  continue  to  cause  some  anxiety,  largely  owing  to  the 
diflSculty  of  finding  suitable  hostel  or  hospital  accommodation. 
The  problems  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick  are  of  great  practical 
importance  at  the  present  time,  as  the  Report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Population  shows  that  in  this  country  there  is  approxi- 
mately 1 person  over  65  years  to  every  6 persons  of  working  age, 
and  that  in  another  25  years  this  proportion  may  well  be  1 : 4 or 
even  less.  Many  of  the  problems  of  old  age  are  essentially  do- 
mestic and  already  the  demands  of  our  present  social  services  indi- 
cate that  there  is  less  tendency  for  the  burden  of  old  age  to  be 
borne  within  the  family.  It  is  not  intended  that  families  should 
bear  the  whole  burden  and  Society  none,  but  our  social  services 
should  be  regarded  as  an  adjuvant  and  not  an  alternative  to  family 
responsibility.  The  blessings  of  a socialised  community  are  many, 
but  unless  these  services  are  used  with  reason,  the  comparative  ease 
of  transferring  family  responsibility  to  a local  or  central  authority 
may  cause  family  unity  to  suffer. 

1 will  now  proceed  to  make  my  report. 

1 am,  your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  W.  KNIGHT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

AREA 


1.  Statistics. 


Area  

22,411  acres. 

Population  

35,500 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

11,176 

Camborne  

4,404 

Redruth  

2,887 

Illogan  

, 2,514 

St.  Day  and  Lanner 

1,371 

11,176 

Rateable  Value  £136,375 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  £521 

2.  Industrial  Position  of  the  District. 

The  number  of  persons  insured  under  the  Unemployment 
Acts  in  Camborne-Redruth  Area  at  31st.  December,  1948,  was:  — 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

8,062  2,316  10,378 

Compared  with  the  year  1947,  these  figures  show  an  increase 
in  the  insured  persons  of  612  males,  and  a decrease  of  166  females. 

The  number  of  unemployed  insured  persons  at  31st  December, 
1948  was:  — 


MEN 

WOMEN 

Total 

Over  18  years 

Under  18  years 

Over  18  years 

Under  18  years 

of  age 

of  age 

of  age 

of  age 

611 

11 

53 

6 

681 

New  Industries  opened  during  the  year  include:  — 


(i)  Messrs.  Tools  & Dies,  Ltd., 
Trevenson  Road,  Pool, 

Nr.  Redruth. 

(ii)  Messrs.  Camborne-Redruth  Laundry, 
Dudnance  Lane,  Cam  Brea, 

Nr.  Redruth. 

(iii)  Messrs.  John  Heathcoat  & Co., 
Station  Road,  Pool, 

Nr.  Redruth. 


Machinery  and 
Engineering. 


Laundry. 


Textile  Factory. 


Outlook. 

Men — The  main  industry  in  the  Camborne-Redruth  Area  is  En- 
gineering, which  includes  the  manufacture  of  Mining 
Machinery,  Rock  Drills  and  Air  Compressors,  and  a high 
level  of  employment  is  being  maintained.  Other  miscel- 
laneous industries  show  no  signs  of  redundancy  arising  on  a 
noticeable  scale.  The  chief  problem  is  finding  suitable  em- 
ployment for  men  in  the  upper  age  groups  from  50  to  65  years 
of  age,  the  majority  of  whom  are  only  capable  of  performing 
work  of  a light  nature. 

Women. — Opportunities  of  employment  in  various  industries, 
including  the  opening  during  the  year  of  the  above  factories, 
are  very  favourable. 

Juveniles. — There  is  no  difficulty  of  obtaining  employment  foi 
juveniles,  and  most  industries  can  offer  immediate  vacancies  to 
applicants. 


3.  Vital  Statistics. 


Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

1948 

Total 

1947 

Total 

1946 

Total 

1945 

Total 

Legitimate 

284 

288 

572 

672 

603 

439 

Illegitimate 

20 

19 

39 

43 

33 

75 

Total  Live  Births 

304 

307 

611 

715 

636 

514 

4.  Birth  Rate. 

(Live  Births  per  1,000  estimated  mean  annual  pop.) 

Year  ...  1948  1947  1946  1945 

17.21  20.58  18.52  15.58 

1948  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  — 17.9. 

Although  the  birth  rate  has  gone  up  considerably  during  the 
past  few  years,  it  obviously  could  not  be  maintained  at  the  hish 
level  of  20  58  as  shown  in  1947.  The  birth  rate  for  1948,  however, 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales, 

and  the  excess  of  the  number  of  births  in  this  area  over  the  num- 
ber of  deaths  is  97. 

Total  number  of  Live  Births  in  1948  ...  611 

Total  number  of  Deaths  in  1948  ...  514 


5.  Still  Births. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Males 

11 

1 

1948 

Females  Total 

6 17 

— 1 

1947 

Total 

22 

1946 

Total 

24 

1 

1945 

Total 

26 

A 

Total  Still  Births 

12 

6 18 

22 

25 

30 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  live  and  still  births 

Year  1948  1947  1946  1945 

28.61  29.8  36.3  55.1 

1948  Still  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  per  1,000  pop 42 

1948  Stilt  Birth  Rate  (Camborne-Redruth)  per  1,000  pop 50 

6.  Total  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes. 

During  the  year  514  Camborne-Redruth  residents  died.  Heart 
disease  and  cancer  were  the  commonest  causes.  Of  these  deaths 
249  occured  in  persons  over  the  age  of  70  years  (i.e.  approximate- 
ly 50%  of  all  deaths),  the  sex  incidence  being  147  females  to  102 
males  (i.e.  approximately  1.5  ; 1). 

Death  Rate  (that  is  deaths  per  1,000  mean  annual  population). 
Year  ...  1948  1947  1946  1945 

14.4  15.38  14.59  14.21 

1948  Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  — 10.8 


Deaths  from  all  Causes. 


Males  Females  Total 


1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

— 

1 

5 

Diphtheria  

11 

13 

24 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

7 

Other  form  of  Tuberculosis  

2 

2 

4 

8 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

2 

1 

3 

9 

Influenza  

1 

2 

3 

10 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Acute  infant  encephalitis  

1 

— 

1 

13 

Cancer  of  buc:  Cav:  and  oesoph  (male), 
uterus  (Female)  

1 

8 

9 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

7 

11 

18 

15 

Cancer  of  breast  

— 

8 

8 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

20 

24 

44 

17 

Diabetes  

3 

— 

3 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

18 

44 

62 

19 

Heart  Diseases  

61 

89 

150 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  ... 

12 

9 

21 

21 

Bronchitis  

11 

4 

15 

22 

Pneumonia  

9 

5 

14 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

8 

3 

11 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  

2 

3 

5 

25 

Diarrhoea  under  2 years  

2 

_ 

2 

26 

Appendicitis  

— 

2 

2 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  

3 

5 

8 

28 

Nephritis  

9 

12 

21 

29 

Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis 

— 

— 

_ 

30 

Other  maternal  causes  

31 

Premature  Births  

2 

1 

3 

32 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries 
and  other  infantile  diseases  

3 

4 

7 

33 

Suicide  

5 

1 

6 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

1 

1 

2 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes 

5 

4 

9 

36 

All  other  Causes 

29 

29 

58 

Total  — 514 
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Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  the  year  1948. 


Camborne- 

England  & 

148  Smaller 

126  County 

Redruth 

Wales 

Towns  Res. 
Pop.  25,000 
-50,000 

Boroughs 
and  Great 
Towns  in- 
cluding 
London 

Live  Birth  Rate 

...  17.21 

17.9 

19.2 

20.0 

Still  Birth  Rate 
Death  Rate 

.50 

.42 

.43 

.52 

(All  Causes)  14.4 

10.8 

10.7 

11.6 

Population. 

Registrar  General’s 
Estimated  Figure 

Births 

Deaths 

Birth  & Death 
Ratio 

1938 

35,000 

463 

540 

—77 

1939 

35,000 

514 

566 

—48 

1940 

35,000 

486 

567 

—81 

1941 

35,000 

— 

— 

— 

1942 

35.000 

542 

472 

+ 70 

1943 

34,670 

646 

510 

+ 136 

1944 

34,670 

587 

510 

+77 

1945 

33,850 

514 

481 

+ 33 

1946 

34,330 

636 

502 

+ 134 

1947 

34,830 

715 

536 

+ 179 

1948 

35,500 

611 

514 

+97 

7.  Infant  Mortality. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  (All  Causes). 


Males 

Females 

1948 

Total 

1947 

Total 

1946 

Total 

1945 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

6 

15 

29 

19 

13 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

9 

7 

16 

30 

22 

17 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of 

age 

— 26.2 

Camborne-Redruth 

England 

& Wales 

1948 

1947 

1948 

1947 

All  infants  per  1,000 
live  births 

26.1 

41.9 

34.0 

41.0 

Legimate  per  1,(X)0 
live  births 

24.5 

40.5 

-1 

■ 

Illegitimate  per  1,000 
live  births 

1.6 

1.4 
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Classified  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Prematurity  3 

Bronchopneumonia  5 

Atelectasis  1 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  1 

Sacrococcygeal  Tumour 1 

Spina  Bifida  1 

Congenital  bowel  deformity  and  Bronchiolitis  1 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum  1 

Convulsions  (anencephalic)  1 

Tubercular  Meningitis  1 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 month  of  age 

i.e.  neo-natal  deaths  11 

1948  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  (Camborne-Redruth  — 18.0  per  1,000 

Live  Births. 

1948  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  — 19,7  per  1,0(X> 

Live  Births. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  is  usually  regarded  as  the  best  index 
to  the  social  circumstances  of  an  area,  as  the  rate  tends  to  be  high 
in  places  where  bad  housing,  overcrowding,  defective  sanitation 
coupled  with  maternal  ignorance  and  neglect  are  found. 

From  1881  until  1900  there  was  no  obvious  improvemem 
in  infant  mortality  in  England  and  Wales,  but  from  1900  to  1927 
the  death  rate  fell  from  154  to  70  per  1.000  births,  and  since  then 
there  has  been  a gradual  decline.  The  chief  cause  of  the  dec- 
line is  due  to  the  fall  in  death  rates  from  congenital  debility, 
bronchitis  and  convulsions,  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  and  to  a less 
extent  from  infectious  diseases  as  a whole.  The  most  fatal  of  the 
common  infectious  diseases  among  infants  are  Whooping  Cough 
and  Measles,  on  account  of  the  respiratory  complications.  (It  is 
interesting  to  note  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officei 
of  Health  for  Redruth  R.D.C.  in  1913  the  infant  mortality  rate 
was  111  per  1,000.  and  in  Camborne-Redruth  (1932),  the  death 
rate  was  59.5  per  1,000.  This  year  the  infant  mortality  rate  foi 
the  Camborne-Redruth  district  is  26.1  per  1,000). 

Unfortunately,  however,  there  has  been  comparatively  little 
decline  throughout  the  country  in  the  mortality  during  the  first 
month  of  life  (neo-natal),  suggesting  that  the  causes  of  death 
in  this  period  are  less  amenable  to  these  influences  which  have  led 
to  so  marked  a reduction  in  the  death  rate  as  a whole.  The  con- 
ditions which  are  most  hostile  to  infants  in  the  first  weeks  of  life 
are  most  likely  to  be  remedied  by  improving  the 
health  of  the  expectant  mother,  and  by  securing  better  arrange- 
ments  for  the  lying  in  period.  Prematurity  is  a grave  menance  to 
the  life  of  an  infant,  yet  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  ade- 
quate nutrition  of  the  mother  and  regular  and  careful  ante-natal 
care,  help  to  reduce  the  incidence. 
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Of  the  16  infant  deaths  in  the  Camborne-Redruth  Area  during 
1948,  11  occured  during  the  first  month  of  life.  Prematurity 
accounted  for  3 of  these  deaths. 

At  present,  all  infants  weighing  5^  lbs.  or  less  are  regarded 
as  premature  infants,  and  all  cases  are  kept  under  supervision  by 
the  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer  for  at  least  28  days.  Since 
July  1948,  a register  of  these  infants  has  been  kept  and  during 
the  period  July  1948  to  December  1948,  6 premature  infants  were 
bom,  none  of  whom  died. 

As  you  have  seen  pneumonia  is  a very  serious  cause  of  death 
in  infants,  5 infantile  deaths  from  bronchopneumonia  being  noti- 
fied during  the  year. 

Atelectasis  (a  condition  affecting  the  lungs  which  probably 
as  a result  of  birth  stress  have  not  fully  opened)  predisposes  to 
infection  and  good  management  during  birth  seems  the  best  way 
of  preventing  death  from  this  cause.  The  majority  of  pneumonia 
during  the  first  year  of  life,  however,  are  due  to  autogenous  in- 
fection. When  conditions  are  adverse  for  the  child,  e.g.,  poor 
nutrition  or  clothing,  poor  housing  conditions  or  lack  of  parental 
care,  the  child’s  resistance  is  reduced  and  the  germs  often  present 
in  the  throats  of  healthy  infants  are  free  to  spread  and  cause 
pneumonia. 

8.  Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  of  women  in  this  area  during  1948 
which  could  be  classified  directly  to  pregnancy  or  childbirth.  This 
figure  of  course  excludes  deaths  associated  with  but  not  ascribed 
to  pregnancy  or  childbirth  of  which  there  were  three. 

One  woman  died  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  whilst  pregnant, 
another  from  haemorrhages  due  to  purpura  following  childbirth, 
and  the  other  from  a cerebral  embolus  arising  from  a patent  fora- 
men ovale  (congenital  malformation  of  heart)  14  days  after  deli- 
very. 


9.  Cancer. 

Deaths  from  cancer  show  a slight  rise  from  76  in  1947  to  79 
in  1948,  giving  a death  rate  of  2.2  per  1,000.  Of  these  deaths  51 
were  females  and  28  were  males,  the  excess  in  females  being  due 
to  malignant  disease  of  the  breast  and  generative  organs. 

The  cancer  death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  the 
District  was  for  : — 


1935  1.8 

1936  2.0 

1937  2.3 


whereas  in  the  Medical  Officer’s  Report  to  the  Redruth  R.D.C. 
in  1913  the  death  rate  was  only  1.1  per  1,000.  Even  when  allow- 

.11 


ance  has  been  made  for  the  fact  that  the  proportion  of  middle  aged 
and  elderly  persons  in  the  population  is  greater  than  formerly, 
and  improved  diagnosis  and  more  accurate  certification  may  acc- 
ount for  part  of  this  increase,  it  is  apparent  that  the  increase  is  a 
real  one.  In  this  country,  the  tendency  is  for  deaths  from  cancer 
to  occur  in  later  life  than  formerly,  the  greater  increases  being 
shown  in  the  case  of  males  over  45  years  of  age  and  in  the  case 
of  females  over  50  years  of  age. 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

No  great  change  in  the  administration  of  these  services  in  this 
area  has  occurred  since  5th  July,  1948,  (the  date  on  which  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  became  operative).  However, 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  previously  administered  by  Voluntary  Com- 
mittees and  Domiciliary  Nursing  previously  administered  by  the 
District  Nursing  Association  now  come  under  the  control  of  the 
Cornwall  County  Council,  who  employ  all  Health  Visitors,  Mid- 
wives and  District  Nurses.  During  the  past  year  there  were  five 
health  Visitors  and  ten  District  Nurse  Midwives  serving  the  Cam- 
borne-Redruth  Area. 

Summary  of  Visits  during  1948. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Cases 285 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  508 

General  Visits  16,966 

Maternity  Visits  5,052 

Ante-Natal  Visits  2,929 

Casual  Visits  2,229 

Health  Visits  12,174 

School  Cleanliness  Inspections  428 

School  Medical  Inspections  71 

School  Follow  Up  Visits  981 

Minor  Ailment  Clinics  217 

Tuberculosis  Clinics  160 

Tuberculosis  Visits  1,980 

Child  Life  Protection  Visits  123 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  50 

Venereal  Diseases  Visits  25 


Total  44,178 


2.  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

There  are  four  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  this  area,  each 
holding  weekly  sessions. 

Redruth. 

Camborne. 

Pool. 

St.  Day. 

One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  encountered  in  Infant  Welfare 
Service,  is  that  mothers  who  need  advice  the  most  fail  to  attend 
the  Clinics  regularly,  whilst  others  only  attend  whenever  a child  is 
sick.  In  these  instances,  visits  to  the  home  by  a tactful  Health 
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Visitor  are  of  value,  but  it  is  obvious  that  these  mothers  fail  to 
understand  the  true  purpose  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Service.  These 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  organised  to  help  mothers  to  bring  up 
their  children  in  the  healthiest  possible  manner,  and  should  not 
be  regarded  as  an  alternative  to  the  family  doctor  or  as  an  infant 
food  shop. 

3.  Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

There  are  no  ante  natal  clinics  in  this  area  other  than  the 
Maternity  Unit  at  Camborne-Redruth  Miner’s  and  General  Hospi- 
tal. 

This  unit  consists  of  three  parts  : — 


(i)  The  Maternity  Ward  20  beds 

(ii)  The  Trewirgie  Annexe  20  beds 

(iii)  The  Penventon  Annexe  20  beds 


Total  — 60  beds 


Additional  beds  may  be  added  in  an  emergency. 

Not  all  cases  delivered  in  hospital  are  abnormal  cases,  how- 
ever, and  a large  proportion  of  mothers  are  removed  to  hospital 
because  of  poor  home  conditions  which  make  delivery  at  home 
difficult  or  dangerous.  It  has  been  estimated  that  since  July  nearly 
50%  of  mothers  in  this  area  are  delivered  either  in  hospital  or  in 
nursing  homes. 

4.  Home  Help  Service. 

This  service  was  first  introduced  on  5th  July,  1948,  as  part 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  its  purpose  is  mainly 
to  relieve  pressure  on  hospital  accommodation  by  providing  dom- 
estic assistance  in  the  home  during  illness  or  confinement.  The 
scheme  is  administered  locally  through  the  offices  of  the  Women’s 
Voluntary  Service  (W.V.S.)  at  the  Camborne  Community  Centre, 
the  W.V.S.  acting  as  agents  of  the  Cornwall  County  Council. 
Priority  of  need  is  given  to  maternity  cases.  Home  Helps  are 
paid  by  the  County  Council  and  recovery  in  whole  or  part  of 
their  wages  is  made  from  the  persons  availing  themselves  of 
this  service,  according  to  their  financial  position. 

On  31st  July,  1948,  there  were  only  2 Home  Helps  serving 
this  area  (1  full  time  and  1 part  time),  but  by  the  end  of  the  year 
this  establishment  was  increased  to  6 (5  full  time  and  1 part  time). 

5.  Ambulance  Service. 

Previous  to  the  appointed  day  July  5th,  1948,  the  Ambulance 
Scr\^ce  within  the  Urban  Area  was  operated  by  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigades  namely,  Camborne,  Illogan  and  Redruth. 

14 


the  last  named  operating  a 24  hour  service  with  a paid  Driver, 
and  conveyed  only  accident  and  emergency  cases.  Maternity  cases 
were  conveyed  by  the  full  time  unit  operated  from  the  Depot  at 
“ Tolvean,”  Redruth,  under  the  Cornwall  County  Council. 

T.B.  cases  were  also  dealt  with  by  the  Cornwall  County 
Council  with  Ambulance  and  full  time  staff  stationed  at  Tehidy, 

Since  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health  Act,  on  5th 
July,  1948,  the  Cornwall  County  Council  are  responsible  for  all 
Ambulances  removals  within  the  above  area,  which  includes  all 
types  of  stretcher  cases. 

The  service  is  operated  from  the  “ Tolvean,”  Depot,  Redruth, 
who  give  a 24  hour  service  for  Maternity  and  T.B.  cases,  and 
operate  from  7 a.m.  to  7 p.m.  for  all  other  cases.  The  period 
from  7 p.m.  to  7 a.m.  and  weekends  (Saturday  1 p.m.  to  Monday 
7 a.m.),  is  covered  by  the  local  St.  John  Ambulance  Division,  and 
reimbursed  by  the  County  Council  at  an  agreed  rate. 

6.  Hospital  Facilities. 

)This  Authority  is  more  fortunate  than  its  neighbours,  in 
having  within  its  confines  the  Camborne-Redruth  Miner’s  and 
General  Hospital,  the  Bamcoose  Geriatric  Unit  catering  for  the 
chronic  sick  and  the  aged,  and  the  Tehidy  Sanatorium  for  the 
treatment  of  tubercular  patients.  Any  case  of  infectious  disease 
requiring  hospitalization,  however,  must  be  referred  to  the  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  Truro. 

Although  the  shortage  of  hospital  beds  is  a national  one,  this 
lack  gives  your  preventative  and  specialist  services  greater  signifi- 
cance for  the  provision  since  the  passing  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  1946,  of  specialist  services  in  the  home  suggests  that 
the  practical  outcome  of  this  deficiency  is  to  bring  these  services 
to  the  doorstep  of  the  patient. 

The  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  accommodation  for  the  aged, 
however,  is  notorious  and  the  vast  majority  of  aged  persons  who 
are  totally  incapacitated  but  are  capable  of  minor  effort  refuse 
institutional  help.  This  di^culty  will  not  be  easily  overcome,  as 
the  population  of  aged  persons  appears  to  be  increasing.  The 
provision  of  suitable  houses  for  people  of  advanced  years  is  obvi- 
ously one  answer,  as  the  more  these  old  people  are  suitably 
accommodated,  the  less  will  be  the  demand  on  hospital  beds. 


SECTION  C 

PREVALANCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

1.  Infectious  Diseases  Notified. 


1948 

1947 

Measles  

84 

467 

Scarlet  Fever  

25 

16 

Whooping  Coueh  

122 

63 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  

12 

64 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  . . . 

2 

2 

Poliomyelitis  

2 

1 

Erysipelas  

11 

14 

Pneumonia  

21 

30 

Influenzal  Meningitis  

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  

40 

28 

Total  

320 

690 

Age  and  Sex  Incidence. 


DISEASE 

0—1 

yr. 

1—3 

yrs. 

3—5 

yrs. 

5—10 

yrs. 

10—15 

yrs. 

15—25 

yrs. 

25  yrs. 
& over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

7 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

9 

6 

15 

11 

17 

13 

26 

18 

2 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

4 

3 

9 

9 

10 

6 

14 

21 

1 

4 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

As  you  will  have  seen  from  the  preceding  tables  the  total 
number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was  less 
than  half  that  of  the  year  1947.  This  was  mainly  due  to  a decline 
in  the  incidence  of  measles,  and  as  measles  epidemics  usually 
occur  every  two  years,  this  fall  was  not  altogether  surprising. 
There  was  also  quite  a noticeable  drop  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
puerperal  pyrexia,  and  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria,  enteric 
fever  or  cerebro  spinal  fever  notified  for  this  area  during  the  year. 

2.  Measles. 

This  disease  probably  due  to  an  ultra  microsopic  virus  is 
most  infective  during  the  pre-erupture  phase  (i.e.  durine  the  cat- 
arrhal stage  prior  to  the  onset  of  the  rash),  and  mainly  affects 
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children  under  the  age  of  7 years.  The  chief  cause  of  mortality 
is  due  to  secondary  infection  resulting  in  bronchopneumonia,  and 
the  death  rate  is  highest  in  the  1 — 3 age  group.  The  chief  disabl- 
ing complications  are  chronic  discharging  ears  and  eyes  (otitis 
media  and  ophthalmia).  It  is  unfortunate  that  measles  is  often 
regarded  as  an  inevitable  disease  of  childhood  which  should  be 
got  over  as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  there  is  yet  no  agent  which 
will  ensure  protection  for  more  than  two  or  three  weeks,  mothers 
should  be  warned  of  the  dangers  of  exposing  young  children  to 
those  showing  fever  and  acute  catarrhal  symptoms  whenever 
measles  is  prevalent.  There  were  84  cases  notified  during  the 
year  and  no  deaths. 

3.  Scarlet  Fever. 

Although  there  was  a slight  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  noti- 
fied during  the  year  (25  in  1948  compared  with  16  during  1947), 
this  disease  is  now  so  mild,  that  hospitalisation  is  rarely  necessary. 
Although  this  disease  has  assumed  a much  milder  form  the  pre- 
valence had  not  diminished  appreciably. 

4.  Whooping  Cough. 

122  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  during  the  year 
1948  i.e.,  almost  twice  as  many  cases  compared  with  the  number 
notified  in  1947.  There  was  one  death.  Like  measles,  whooping 
cough,  is  most  infective  during  the  early  catarrhal  phase  i.e.  before 
any  whoop  develops,  although  in  mild  cases  this  whoop  may  never 
occur.  Similarly  some  90%  of  the  deaths  from  this  disease  occur 
under  the  age  of  5 years,  and  about  50%  occur  during  the  first 
year,  the  deaths  being  usually  attributed  to  bronchopneumonia. 

Although  encouraging  reports  have  been  issued  on  the  value 
of  immunisation  against  this  particular  disease,  it  has  been  shown 
that  the  potency  of  the  available  vaccine  is  variable  and  difficult 
to  assess.  However,  a great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  and  is  still 
being  done  to  produce  a reliable  prophylactic  vaccine,  although 
unfortunately  a high  degree  of  protection  cannot  yet  be  guaranteed. 

5.  Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  year  2 cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified  from 
this  area  ( a male  adult  and  a female  child  in  the  3 — 5 age  group). 
There  were  no  deaths.  Although  1947  saw  an  unprecedented 
incidence  of  18  cases  per  100,000  population  in  this  country  i.e. 
over  four  times  that  of  the  highest  epidemic  ever  recorded,  only 
1 case  was  notified  from  this  locality  which  has  remained  relatively 
free  from  this  disease.  At  present  we  have  no  agent  which  will 
protect  individuals  against  this  disease,  and  its  control  is  difficult 
and  confusing  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  its  mode  of  transmission. 
This  fact  associated  with  the  knowledge  that  the  carrier  rate 
during  an  outbreak  is  so  proportionately  high  make  isolation  of 


contacts,  a feature  of  the  control  of  our  infectious  diseases  of  little 
value.  On  these  grounds,  it  is  thought  advisable  only  to  quaran- 
tine young  children  and  not  adults  other  than  those  working  in 
food  preparation  or  food  handling  occupations. 

These  carriers  may  excrete  the  virus  via  the  throat  or  via 
their  faeces,  and  the  utmost  care  in  food  handling  is  imperative. 
Only  too  often  are  the  normal  lessons  of  hygiene  taught  to  child- 
ren in  school,  allowed  to  lapse  at  home  e.g.  washing  their  hands 
before  meals  and  after  using  the  toilet, 

6.  Diphtheria. 

Although  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  during  the  year, 
this  fact  should  not  be  accepted  too  complacently  as  our  records 
show  that  a large  proportion  of  the  children  in  this  area  have 
not  yet  been  immunised.  According  to  these  records,  out  of  a 
population  of  7,439  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  in  this 
area,  1,595  or  roughly  21%  had  been  immunised  at  the  end  of  the 
year  1948.  Owing  to  the  incomplete  nature  of  these  records,  we 
can  assume  that  many  more  children  had  been  immunised  but 
not  recorded,  and  that  a higher  percentage  of  children  were  pro- 
tected than  appears  superficially.  The  evidence  that  immunisation 
is  an  efficient  protection  against  infection  is  plain  and  until 
mothers  regard  immunisation  as  a milestone  in  the  lives  of  their 
infants,  this  disease  will  not  be  stamped  out. 

7.  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  increased  from  16 
in  1947  to  28  in  1948.  Although  a reduction  in  the  mortality  rate 
from  tuberculosis  may  not  necessarily  mean  a similar  reduction 
in  the  rate  of  incidence,  it  is  difficult  in  a disease  like  tuberculosis 
where  so  many  cases  may  remain  undetected  for  long  periods  to 
judge  its  prevalence  from  the  number  of  notifications,  and  the 
number  of  deaths  is  probably  the  best  indication  of  our  mea- 
sures of  control  over  the  disease. 

In  December  1947,  there  were  532  notified  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis in  the  Camborne-Redruth  register,  and  in  July  1948,  this 
register  was  reviewed. 

The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  in  December 
1948,  after  removing  from  the  register  all  cases  who  had  previously 
left  the  area  or  who  had  either  recovered  or  died  was  162. 

December'  1947. 

Males 
Females 


Total  416  116  532 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 

....  261  68  329 

....  155  48  203 


December  1948. 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Males  

81 

13 

94 

Females  ..  . 

59 

9 

68 

Total  140 

22 

162 

Total  number  of  fresh  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  1948 

was  40. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Total 

Males  

21 

1 

22 

Females 

16 

2 

18 

Total  37 

.3 

40 

The  Age  Group  of  notified  cases  is  distributed  as  follows  : — 


PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

Total  Pul. 

Ages 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

and 

Non. -Pul 

0-  1 

_ 

1-  5 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

5-15 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1. 

15-45 

14 

13 

27 

— 

1 

1 

28 

45-65 

65  and 

6 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

8 

over 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals 

21 

16 

37 

1 

2 

3 

40 

Apart  from  the  Tehidy  Sanatorium  there  is  one  tuberculosis 
treatment  centre  situated  at  Tuckingmill. 

It  is  pertinent  at  this  stage  to  point  out  that  the  infectiousnes« 
of  tubercle  bacilli  largely  depends  on  the  environment  in  which 
they  are  discharged.  It  is  the  poorest  who  suffer  most  and  tuber- 
culosis in  the  poor  will  not  be  stamped  out  until  the  problems  of 
housing  and  nutrition  are  solved. 

Prevention  is  still  our  best  measure  and  although  it  is  unwise 
to  speculate  or  to  raise  false  hopes  at  this  period  the  practicability 
of  artificially  stimulating  immunity  in  young  children  by  efficient 
vaccination  with  B.C.G.  (Bacille-Calmette-Guerin  Vaccine)  should 
be  thoroughly  explored. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

For  the  Year  Ending  3tst  December,  1948 


Public  Health  Defarlmcnt, 
Veor, 


Camborne. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  Dec- 
ember, 1948. 

Perusal  of  this  report  will  show  that  much  valuable  work 
has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  Unfortunately,  work  in 
connection  with  the  Shops  Act  has  had  to  be  omitted  entirely 
and  it  has  not  been  possible  to  give  sufficient  attention  to  the 
Factories  of  the  area.  Mr.  W.  R.  Dunstan  has  carried  out  the 
work  of  an  assistant  inspector  since  he  returned  from  the  Services 
in  1946.  During  the  year  he  qualified  as  an  inspector,  and  quickly 
obtained  a position  as  such  elsewhere,  and  he  was  not  replaced. 
Thus,  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  stall  was  reduced  to  myself  and 
two  other  qualified  inspectors,  which  is  qui.e  inadequate  for  the 
work  which  should  be  carried  out  by  the  department. 

I am  indebted  to  the  following  gentlemen  for  information  and 
data  which  is  inculded  in  my  report  ; Mr.  P.  G.  M.  Collins,  B.Sc., 
Water  Engineer,  Camborne  Water  Company;  Mr.  N.  Barrett, 
A.M.I.C.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M.I.W.E.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor  : Mr. 
T.  F.  King,  M.Inst.,  M.  & Cy.E.,  Water  Engineer  ; Mr,  M.  H. 
Freeman,  Housing  Officer. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  recording  the  willing  co-operation 
which  I have  received  from  my  colleagues  during  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C.  F.  BAXTER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  D 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water 
Redruth  Area 

This  area  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Council’s  Water 
Department. 

New  Works 

During  the  year  the  laying  of  new  mains  to  supply  the  St.  Day 
and  Lanner  Ward  (as  far  as  the  existing  system  will  reach)  was 
practically  completed.  In  fact  the  main  laying  was  completed 
in  January,  1949.  Throughout  the  year  difficulty  was  experienced 
with  the  supply  of  tubing  for  House  connections.  However,  345 
new  connection  to  the  mains  were  made  in  this  Ward. 

General 

The  year  again  proved  to  be  a dry  one  but  supplies  were 
maintained  without  having  to  impose  serious  restrictions  on  the 
use  of  water. 

The  main  sources  of  piped  supply  have  maintained  their 
general  high  quality  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  analysis 
reports. 

The  Wells  and  Chutes  which  serve  the  outlying  areas  have 
been  fairly  constant. 

The  extensions  which  have  taken  place  indicate  that  a further 
source  of  water  will  be  required  in  the  near  future.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  coming  year  will  see  the  introduction  of  an  additional 
interim  supply  put  into  operation.  The  acquisition  of  this  source 
will  make  a considerable  difference  to  the  supply  position  and 
enable  a reserve  to  be  obtained. 

Analysis. 

Main  Water  Supply  Sources 

Filtrick  (Adit)  . . . March  Class  I. 

Penventon  (Adit)  March  Class  I. 

Penstruthal  (Adit)  March  Class  I. 

Sandy  Lane  (Pump) 

Cathedral  (Pump  ) 

Distribution  Mains  March  Class  I. 
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June  Class  I. 
June  Class  I. 
June  Class  I. 
Aug.  Class  I. 
June  Class  I. 
June  Class  I. 


Dec.  Class  I. 
Dec.  Class  I. 
Dec.  Class  I. 


Dec.  Class  I. 


Wells  and  Chutes. 

Stennack 

• * • 

Jan.  Class  III. 

Aug.  Class  III 

Troon 

• •• 

»»  »» 

IH. 

11  11 

1. 

Knave-go-by  ... 

• •• 

II. 

11  11 

I. 

Croft  Michael 

• •• 

11  11 

III. 

11  11 

IV. 

Tolskithy 

11  11 

IV. 

11  11 

III. 

Roscroggan  ... 

11  11 

I . 

11  11 

III. 

Parsonage 

... 

11  11 

III. 

11  11 

IV. 

Penponds 

... 

11  11 

IV. 

11  11 

I. 

Oak  Well 

... 

Feb.  ,, 

11. 

11  11 

IV. 

Roseworthy  ... 

11  1 ' 

III. 

11  11 

IV. 

Menadarva 

. . . 

11  11 

III. 

11  11 

IV. 

Little  Reskadinnick 

11  11 

III. 

11  11 

I. 

Cam  Marth  ... 

... 

11  11 

I. 

Tiddy’s  Chute 

.. 

11  11 

IV. 

Lanner  Moor 

11  11 

IV. 

Gordon  Stand  Tap 

... 

11  11 

1. 

Oct. 

III. 

Betty  Adit 

Mar.  ,, 

II. 

Sep.  ,, 

IV. 

Bolenowe  Chute 

11  11 

I. 

It  11 

IV. 

Chycarne  Moor 

11  11 

1. 

11  11 

I. 

Bolenowe  Moor  Pump 

11  11 

1. 

11  11 

III. 

Manor  Widden  Chute 

... 

It  11 

I. 

Oct.  ,, 

III. 

Carharrack  Pump 

11  11 

I. 

11  11 

1. 

Penhalurick  Chute 

11  11 

1. 

11  11 

IV. 

Lanner  Stand  Tap 

11  11 

1. 

11  11 

1. 

Trevethan 

• 

May 

1. 

Nov.  ,, 

IV. 

Pink  Moors  ... 

» 1 11 

I. 

11  11 

IV. 

Five  Chutes  ... 

11  11 

1. 

11  11 

III. 

Vogue  Chute  ... 

11  11 

1. 

11  11 

IV. 

Nancekuke  ... 

• •• 

11  11 

I. 

Dec.  ,, 

III. 

Watergate 

.. 

11  11 

11. 

11  11 

IV. 

Mawla  Well  ... 

11  11 

1. 

• 1 11 

IV. 

Cambrose 

11  11 

IV. 

11  11 

IV. 

Pennance  Well 

June  ,, 

1. 

Cam  Marth  Chute 

11  1 1 

1. 

Trevarth  Chute 

... 

11  11 

11. 

Capt.  Eddy’s  Chute 

11  It 

IV. 

Carnkie  Stand  Tap 

... 

Sep.  ,, 

1. 

Bosleake  Well 

• • . 

11  11 

IV. 

Treskillard  ... 

. • • 

11  11 

IV. 

Redruth  Coombe 

... 

11  11 

IV. 

In  all  cases  where  samples  are  classified  III  and  IV  warn 
ing  notices  have  been  posted  advising  boiling. 


Camborne  and  Illogan  Area. 

The  Camborne  Water  Company,  incorporated  by  the  Cam- 
borne Water  Act,  1867,  includes  in  its  area  of  supply  the  districts 
of  Camborne  and  Illogan.  The  Company  derives  its  water  from 
three  sources  : — 

Boswin — a shallow  adit  and  a stream. 

Cargenwyn — a shallow  adit  and  a spring. 

Penponds — a deep  adit. 
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All  three  sources  feed  into  a Service  Reservoir  of  1,000,000 
gallons  capacity  at  Trevu. 

The  water  at  Cargenwyn  and  Boswyn  is  filtered  and  chlorin- 
ated but  at  Penponds  the  water  is  only  chlorinated.  Owing  to  the 
rather  high  iron  content  of  the  Penponds  water  a scheme  has  been 
prepared  to  erect  a filtration  plant  on  this  supply,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  this  work  will  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 

The  low  P.H.  value  of  the  raw  water  tends  to  make  it  corros- 
ive towards  metals  and  plumbo-solvent.  Accordingly  plant  has 
been  installed  during  the  year,  at  all  three  water  sources  to  increase 
the  P.H.  value  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  consumers.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  this  will  greatly  increase  the  life  of  mains  and  service 
pipes. 

The  Company  extended  its  mains  at  Paynters  Lane  End  and 
Pengegon,  to  supply  the  Council’s  new  Housing  Schemes. 

The  rainfall  recorded  at  Boswyn  during  the  year  was  51.25 
ins.,  which  is  approximately  4 ins.  more  than  the  average  fall  for 
the  last  30  years.  The  greatest  rainfall  on  any  one  day  was  1.79 
ins.  on  28th  October,  and  there  were  215  rain  days  during  the 
year. 


The  total  amount  of  water  consumed  during  the  year  was  228 
million  gallons  of  which  70  million  was  pumped  from  Penponds. 

The  average  daily  consumption  was  622,000  gallons  and  this 
represents  an  approximate  average  daily  consumption  of  28.7 
gallons  per  head. 

2.  Complaints. 

The  following  complaints  were  received  and  dealt  with  during 


the  year  : — 

Choked  sewers  and  drains  647 

Unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  145 

Unsatisfactory  sanitation  and  drainage  56 


Overcrowding  5 

Verminous  premises  3 

Water  supply  11 

Non-removal  of  house  refuse  3 

Rats  and  mice  81 

Miscellaneous  39 


999 
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3.  Nuisances  Abated,  Defects  remedied,  etc. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  period  under  review  ; — 

Premises  connected  to  the  sewer  

New  lengths  of  drain  laid  

Choked  drains  cleared  

New  water  closets  installed  

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  

Pail  or  pit  closets  abolished  

Pail  or  pit  closets  repaired  or  renewed  

Cesspools  abolished  

New  cesspools  provided  

Defective  roofs  repaired  

Eavesgutters  and  down  pipes  repaired  or  renewed 

Dampness  remedied  

Rooms  cleansed  

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  

Floors  repaired  

Window  frames  and  sash  cords  repaired  or  renewed 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  

Water  supply  improved  

Cooking  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed  

Other  nuisances  abated  

Notices  complied  with  during  the  year  

Included  in  the  above  data  are  eleven  statutory  notices  served 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  all  of  which  were  complied  with 
during  the  year. 

Six  statutory  notices  were  served  for  the  provision  of  water 
closets,  connected  to  the  sewer,  to  replace  defective  insanitary 
privy  pits.  The  owners  concerned  with  five  of  these  notices  lodged 
appeals,  and  the  appeals  were  heard  in  the  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction.  All  five  appeals  were  turned  down,  and  the  owners 
were  ordered  to  have  the  work  carried  out. 

4.  Verminous  Premises. 

Alleged  verminous  premises,  5 in  number,  were  investigated, 
4 concerning  fleas  and  1 bugs.  Disinfectation  was  carried  out  by 
the  department,  spraying  with  an  insecticide  being  effective  in  all 
cases. 

5.  Disinfection  of  Houses 

59  visits  were  made  following  the  notification  of  infectious 
diseases.  20  premises  were  disinfected  as  a result  of  such  visits, 
and  18  library  books  were  removed  from  these  premises,  disin- 
fected, and  returned  to  the  libraries  concerned. 


108 

527 

647 

193 

43 

23 
7 
4 

15 

85 

58 

108 

15 

164 

36 
88 

24 
11 
23 

37 
132 
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6.  Salvage. 

The  following  quantities  of  salvage  were  disposed  of  during 
the  twelve  months  under  review  : — 


T. 

C. 

Q 

Cardboard  and  paper 

239 

3 

3 

Selected  paper 

19 

13 

3 

Books  and  newsprint 

28 

18 

0 

Metals 

7 

19 

2 

Textiles 

9 

4 

3 

Bottles  — 1795  dozen. 

304 

19 

3 

The  above  salvage  realised  £2221  and  this  section  of  the 
department  was  able  to  meet  expenditure  without  turning  to  the 
general  rate  fund  for  assistance.  The  salvage  shows  an  increase  of 
122  tons  over  the  corresponding  figures  for  1947. 


The  Council  entered  the  National  Waste  Paper  Contest  spon- 
sored by  the  Waste  Paper  Recovery  Association,  the  competition 
being  held  during  the  months  of  March,  April  and  May.  We 
increased  the  collection  of  salvage  over  the  corresponding  three 
months  of  1947,  by  102.4%.  We  are  informed  that  the  average 
increase  throughout  the  country  was  60%,  so  we  may  be  justly 
proud  of  the  results  obtained  in  this  area. 

7.  Kitchen  Waste. 

Kitchen  waste  continues  to  be  collected  and  cooked  by  the 
Council  under  Government  direction.  Some  240  tons  were  dis- 
posed of  during  the  year,  giving  an  income  of  £970.  A loss  of  a 
few  pounds  was  sustained  in  this  direction. 


8.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  normal  arrangements  for  the  collection  of  refuse  contin- 
ued as  in  previous  years,  Karrier  Bantam  refuse  vehicles  being 
operated  throughout  the  area  with  the  exception  of  a horse  and 
cart  which  is  used  in  the  Four  Lanes  area  one  day  per  week. 

Demands  for  the  refuse  service  in  the  scattered  and  outlying 
sections  of  the  area  continue  to  be  made,  and  the  position  has 
now  been  arrived  at,  where  any  further  collections  of  this  nature 
necessitates  the  use  of  additional  men  and  vehicles.  Very  careful 
consideration  was  given  to  this  problem  and  it  was  decided  that 
no  further  additions  shall  be  made  for  the  time  being  owing  to  the 
financial  position. 


The  disposal  of  refuse  by  means  of  controlled  tipping  con- 
tinues to  be  favoured  by  the  Council  for  obvious  reasons.  The 
method  is  reasonably  cheap  to  operate,  and  there  are  large  tracts 
of  land  in  the  area  which  have  been  laid  waste  many  years  ago 
by  the  dumping  of  mine  discard.  Much  of  this  material  contains 
arsenic  and  other  minerals  which  prevents  the  normal  growth  of 
vegetation,  such  land  is  ideal  for  controlled  tipping. 

Tipping  was  carried  out  at  Cook’s  Kitchen  for  the  first  three 
months  of  the  year,  this  tip  was  practically  completed  when  one 
section  was  fired,  apparently  by  some  irresponsible  member  of 
the  public.  The  section  fired  was  isolated  and  allowed  to  bum  out 
but  the  tip  had  to  be  covered  down  and  abandoned  immediately. 

At  this  time  we  were  approached  by  the  owner  of  a derelict 
water-logged  piece  of  ground  some  four  acres  in  extent,  offering 
the  use  of  his  land  for  the  purpose  of  controlled  tipping.  The 
Council  decided  to  avail  themselves  of  this  offer,  and  tipping  was 
carried  out  on  the  land  for  the  last  nine  months  of  the  year  without 
incident. 

The  following  quantities  of  rubbish  were  disposed  of  during 
the  year  : — 

Refuse  4290  loads 

Tip  covering  620  loads 

Rubbish  and  Highway  Sweepings  1332  loads 

The  4290  loads  of  refuse  represent  30,030  cubic  yards,  which 
again  shows  an  increase  over  the  previous  years  working,  this 
year  by  1523  cubic  yards. 

9.  Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  area  is  divided  into  two  main 
sections.  One  section  consists  of  Redruth,  North  Country,  the 
western  part  of  Illogan  and  Portreath,  and  the  other,  Camborne, 
Troon,  Beacon,  Barripper  and  Penponds.  Each  section  discharges 
into  the  sea,  and  each  section  terminates  in  a three-quarters  mile 
long  tunnel  under  the  cliffs. 

No  nuisance  has  been  reported  during  the  year  from  sewage 
washing  onto  the  nearby  beaches. 

Pumping  stations  are  situated  at  Portreath  and  at  Penponds, 
and  these  deal  with  the  sewage  from  areas  which  lie  below  the  level 
of  the  Council’s  main  trunk  sewers. 

The  following  quantities  of  sewage  were  pumped  from  each 
station  during  the  year  : — 


Portreath  38,180,000  gallons 

Penponds  13,043,000  gallons 


Unfortunately,  surface  water  in  these  two  areas  gain  access 
to  the  sewers  and  the  pumping  rates  increase  materially  during 
wet  weather. 
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A sewage  disposal  plant  was  constructed  at  Lanner,  during 
the  latter  part  of  1947,  to  deal  with  sew'age  from  the  Council’s 
new  housing  estate  in  that  area.  The  plant  was  passed  over  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  1948,  and  consists  of  a septic  tank, 
filter  bed  and  humas  tank.  The  effluent  discharges  into  the  nearby 
stream.  Initial  troubles  were  experienced  with  the  rotary  sprink- 
ling arms  of  the  filter  bed,  which  is  actuated  on  the  paddle  system 
The  plant  is  now  working  much  better,  although  I feel  certain 
that  a greater  flow  would  materially  improve  the  results  obtained. 


There  are  now  only  four  villages  which  are  without  sewers, 
St.  Day,  Carharrack  and  Lanner  in  the  east,  and  Kehelland  in  the 
west.  All  these  villages  have  been  provided  with  a mains 

water  supply,  the  first  three  during  the  year  under  review.  The 
provision  of  water  at  St.  Day,  Lanner  and  Carharrack,  has  made 
the  sewering  of  this  area  doubly  necessary,  and  the  Council  are 
fully  alive  to  this,  but  the  cost  involved  will  be  very  heavy.  A 
west.  All  these  villages  have  been  provided  with  a mains 
scheme,  however,  is  being  prepared  for  the  necessary  sewerage 
together  with  disposal  plants. 

10.  Rats  and  Mice. 

Sewer  Infestations. 

The  previous  treatments  for  rats  in  the  Council’s  sewers,  has 
shown  that  normally  very  few  rats  are  present.  As  a result 
of  these  treatments  the  Ministry  agreed  that  only  one  treatment 
each  year  would  be  necessary  for  the  time  being. 

The  sewers  were  accordingly  treated  during  the  autumn  mon- 
ths with  the  following  results  : — 


Area 

Man  holes 

Baits  taken 

baited 

recorded 

Camborne  

81 

Nil 

Illogan  and  Portreath 

55 

Nil  • 

Redruth  

101 

Nil 

It  is  remarkable  that  not  one  bait  was  disturbed,  although 
manholes  were  baited  at  various  points  throughout  the  area.  We 
know  that  there  must  be  some  rats  in  the  sewers,  but  it  is  felt 
that  the  rat  population  inhabiting  the  sewers  is  very  small. 


Surface  Infestations. 

During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  the  new  scheme 
of  finance  regarding  rodent  control,  as  laid  down  by  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  It  was  further  agreed  not  to  make 
a charge  for  such  work  carried  out  at  domestic  premises. 


The  rat  population  of  the  area  has  definitely  decreased  since 
systematic  control  work  has  been  carried  out,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  it  was  found  that  only  one  operative  was  necessary 
to  deal  with  the  work.  In  addition  to  normal  surveys,  the  fol- 
lowing work  was  carried  out:  — 


Premises  treated  117 

Points  baited  1353 

Poison  takes  666 

Bodies  recovered  250 


In  addition  to  the  use  of  poisons,  five  premises  were  dealt  with 
by  the  use  of  traps,  and  40  rats  were  killed  in  this  manner. 

11.  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspect- 

ions 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecu- 

ted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authorities 

1 

51 

12 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  ... 

2 

98 

64 

1 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
worker’s premises) 

3 

2 

6 

3 

Total  ... 

— 

151 

82 

1 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “ cases.”) 


M/c 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

Number 
of  cases 

M/c 

Particulars 

(1) 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refei 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(6) 

in  which 
prosecu- 
;ions  were 
instituted 

(7) 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Want  of 
cleanliness  ... 

4 

- --- 

4 

Overcrowd- 
ing ... 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreason- 
able tempera- 
ture 

6 

_ 

— 

6 

Indequate 
Ventilation ... 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Sanitary  con- 
veniences— 

(a)  insuffici- 
ent ... 

9 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

(b)  unsuitable 
or  defective.. 

10 

2 

4 

— 

— 

10 

(c)  not  sepa- 
rate for  sexes 

11 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Other  offen- 
ces against 
the  Act  (not 
including  off- 
ences relat- 
ing to  Out- 
work 

12 

2 

12 

Total 

60 

7 

9 

— 

— 

— 

60 
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SECTION  E 

HOUSING 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  343 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1938 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  4 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  199 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their 
officers  132 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  4 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  4 

4.  Overcrowding. 

The  following  details  are  of  interest:  — 

(a)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  99 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  154 

(c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  636 

cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  10 
(e)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ..T. 104 

( Number  of  families  provided  with  accommodation  dur- 
ing the  year  
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The  demand  for  Council  houses  appears  to  be  as  great  as 
ever.  114  families  were  housed  during  the  year,  yet  never  the 
less  at  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  still  900  tenancy  applications 
on  the  Council’s  books.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1,100  names 
were  on  the  tenancy  waiting  list,  but  as  the  result  of  a detailed 
survey  carried  out  by  the  Housing  Officer,  the  list  was  reduced  to 
650  live  applications.  Applications  continued  to  arrive  through- 
out the  year  and  in  spite  of  1 14  applicants  being  housed,  the  wait- 
ing list  still  contained  over  900  names. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  waiting  list:  — 

Man,  wife  and  four  or  more  children  13.4% 

„ „ „ three  children  14.0% 

„ „ „ two  „ 23.0% 

„ „ „ one  child  31.1% 

„ and  wife  (No  children)  11.0% 

Applicants  waiting  to  be  married  2.5% 

Single  persons  1.0% 

Old  age  pensioners  4.0% 


Much  work  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  remains  to  be  done 
in  this  area.  Many  houses  still  in  use  are  fit  for  little  other  than 
demolition,  but  unfortunately  the  making  of  a Demolition  Order 
respecting  any  one  house  neither  re-houses  the  tenants  nor  makes 
their  living  conditions  any  better.  Normal  house  to  house  inspec- 
tions cannot  be  entertained  with  existing  staff. 


5.  New  Housing. 

(a)  General. 

During  1948  the  Housing  Programme  progressed  well,  and 
new  houses  were  completed  as  follows:  — 

18  Traditional  Houses,  Paynters  Lane  End  Estate. 

40  Permanent  Aluminium  Houses.  Pengegon  Estate. 

14  Nissen  Huts  converted  at  W.A.A.F.  Site,  Portreath. 


(b)  Present  position. 

The  position  of  our  post  war  new  housing  at  December  31st. 
1948,  was  as  under:  — 

(a)  Traditional  Houses. 

(i)  North  Close,  Redruth  16  houses  completed. 

(ii)  Tresavean,  Lanner  24  houses  completed. 

(iii)  Trelow'eth  Road,  Pool  ....' 28  houses  completed. 

(iv)  Paynters  Lane  End,  Illogan  18  houses  completed. 

(b)  Permanent  Non-Traditional  Houses. 

(i)  Permanent  Aluminium  Houses, 

Pengegon  40  houses  completed. 
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(c)  Temporary  Houses. 

(i)  Pengegon  No.  1 50  Arcons  completed. 

(ii)  Pengegon  No,  2 28  Aluminiums  completed. 

(iii)  Strawberry  Lane,  Redruth  22  Aluminiums  completed. 

(d)  Conversion  of  Nissen  Huts. 

(i)  W.A.A.F.  Site,  Portreath  14  completed. 

(c)  Future  Programme. 

(a)  Paynters  Lane  End — Construction  is  proceding  on  the 
balance  of  20  houses  to  complete  this  estate  of  38  Permanent 
Traditional  Houses. 

(b)  Pengegon — Site  works  for  56  houses  are  being  carried 
out  and  the  construction  of  20  Permanent  Traditional  Houses 
has  been  commenced.  Schemes  for  the  further  development 
of  this  estate  are  being  prepared. 

(c)  Treleigh — ^A  Scheme  for  the  provision  of  approximately 
200  houses  on  20  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  existing  Housing 
Estate  at  Redruth  will  be  prepared  in  the  near  future. 
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SECTION  F 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1.  Milk. 

46  Samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  from  the  Milk 
Marketing  Board’s  Creamery  at  Treswithian,  during  the  year. 
These  samples  were  all  subjected  to  the  Phosphatase  Test,  and 
each  test  showed  under  2.3  units.  It  would  thus  appear  that  satis- 
factory pasteurisation  was  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Normal  sampling  of  milk  from  local  vendors  was  proceeded 
with,  and  144  samples  of  milk  were  obtained.  Only  one  sample 
throughout  the  year  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  Test,  and 
45  failed  to  pass  the  Coliform  examination. 

Comparative  percentages  of  samples  satisfying  tests  were  as 
follows  : — 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 


Year 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

% passed 

83.0 

71.4 

77.27 

84.2 

86.9 

96.47 

99.31 

Coliform  Test 

Year 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

% passed 

51.3 

44.3 

53.8 

65.0 

57.0 

62.7 

68.75 

In  all  cases  of  unsatisfactory  samples  the  premises  concerned 
have  been  visited,  and  advice  has  been  given,  where  such  appeared 
appropriate:  stronger  action  was  taken  where  necessary.  From  the 
results  of  milk  samples  given  above  it  would  appear  that  the 
methods  adopted  have  been  successful. 

It  has  been  stressed  in  these  reports  many  times  in  the  past 
that  much  of  our  trouble  with  milk  is  due  to  lack  of  an  adequate 
and  pure  water  supply  at  the  cowsheds  and  dairies.  When  prac- 
tically every  gallon  of  water  has  to  be  carried  a quarter  or  half  a 
mile,  the  liberal  use  of  water  for  cleaning  premises,  is  not  fre- 
quently met  with,  nor  can  this  be  wondered  at. 

During  the  year  water  mains  have  been  laid  in  the  St.  Day 
and  Tanner  area,  and  a branch  main  taken  to  Scorrier.  This  has 
enabled  dairymen  in  these  areas  to  obtain  mains  water.  It  is  hoped 
that  in  the  next  year  or  so  we  shall  be  able  to  report  that  mains 
water  is  available  in  the  Troon  and  Four  Lanes  areas. 

MILK  LICENCES. 

2.  Milk  Licences  were  issued  as  follows  : — 


Pasteurisation  by  short  time  process  1 

Retailing  pasteurised  milk  4 

Retailing  T.T.  milk  5 

Bottling  T.T.  milk  1 
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3.  Meat  Inspection 


Cattle 

exclu’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1514 

1315 

12959 

4697 

24632 

Number  inspected 

1514 

1315 

12959 

4697 

1567 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

1 

18 

11 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

795 

486 

171 

328 

47 

Percentage  of  the  no. 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

52.57 

36.95 

1.46 

7.2 

0.46 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

35 

162 

5 

Nil 

55 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

204 

342 

21 

Nil 

1323 

Percentage  of  the  no. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

15.7j 

38.3^ 

0.2( 

— 

11.91 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was  : — 
97  tons.  19  cwts.  3 qrs.  24  lbs. 
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The  normal  slaughter  of  animals  for  human  consumption, 
is  carried  on  at  four  central  Slaughterhouses,  and  two  bacon  fac- 
tories. 

One  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  inspection  of  meat  and 
foods  and  he  makes  a point  of  seeing  the  carcases  of  all  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  four  slaughterhouses.  He  also  makes  visits  to 
the  bacon  factories  during  normal  slaughtering  hours.  These  two 
factories  killed  nearly  24,000  pigs  during  the  year,  and  it  is  quite 
impossible  for  one  inspector  to  make  a thorough  inspection  of 
each  pig  as  well  as  dealing  with  all  the  other  meat  slaughtered  in 
the  area.  Carcases  and  offals  at  the  factories  which  appear  un- 
usual or  diseased  are  put  to  one  side  for  the  attention  of  the  in- 
spector, and  a percentage  of  the  remainder  is  inspected.  Although 
this  method  of  dealing  with  the  bacon  factories  is  not  ideal,  the 
alternative  of  employing  two  extra  meat  inspectors,  is  not  likely 
to  receive  serious  consideration. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  little  or  no  likelihood  of  an 
abattoir  being  built  in  this  area  for  years  to  come,  the  Ministry 
of  Food  were  asked  to  improve  conditions  at  existing  slaughter 
houses,  in  order  that  offals  could  be  readily  examined  and  assoc- 
iated with  the  carcase  from  which  they  were  removed.  The  Minis- 
try of  Food’s  Area  Technical  Advisor — “ Meat  Inspection,”  sup- 
ported our  claim  that  efficient  meat  inspection  was  quite  impos- 
sible under  existing  conditions.  No  decision  was  taken  regarding 
this  matter  during  1948,  but  I sincerely  hope  that  I shall  be  able 
to  report  much  improved  conditions  in  my  1949  report. 

The  handling  and  transport  of  meat  from  Depot  to  shop 
appears  to  be  unsatisfactory  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and 
there  have  been  times  when  unsatisfactory  handling  has  been 
found  to  exist  in  this  area.  Two  items  appear  to  be  at  the  root 
of  the  trouble  in  this  district:  — 

(a)  Offals  are  placed  on  the  floors  of  the  lorries.  I find  that 
this  is  quite  unnecessary,  as  bins  are  provided  expressly  to 
prevent  this. 

(b)  The  inadequancy  and/or  the  insufficiency  of  the  protec- 
tive clothing  supplied  for  the  use  of  the  men  handling 

the  meat.  Cloth  overalls  are  mainly  used,  which  become 
immediately  soiled  on  contact  with  fresh  meat.  It  would 
appear  that  protective  clothing  of  an  oilskin  or  rubber  nature, 
would  be  most  satisfactory  for  this  work,  but  to  date  that 
type  of  clothing  has  not  been  used. 

A complaint  was  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  during  the 
year,  and  conditions  have  certainly  improved  since  then,  although 
lapses  are  still  noticed. 


4.  Other  Foods 

221  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection  and 
condemnation  of  food  other  than  butcher’s  meat. 

The  following  food  was  condemned  : — 

Canned  vegetables  11,622  lbs. 

Canned  fruits  1,463  lbs. 

Canned  meats  544  lbs. 

Canned  milk  444  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  canned  foods  1,098  lbs. 

Wet  fish  782  lbs. 

Cereals,  etc.,  671  lbs. 

Peas  437  lbs. 

Dried  fruit  389  lbs. 

Miscellaneous  foods  9,807  lbs. 


27,257  lbs. 


Total  weight  of  other  foods  condemned  : — 
12  tons.  3 cwts.  41  lbs. 
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5.  Food  and  Drugs  Samples. 

The  following  information  regarding  samples  of  food  taken 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  has  been  received  from  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rundle,  Weights  and  Measures  Dept.,  Cornwall  County 
Council. 


Article 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Submitted 

Genuine 

’or  Analysis 

Adulterated 

Remarks 

Milk 

78 

74 

4 

3.34%  dificient  in 
fat.  Caution. 

10%  and  16% 
respectively  defi- 
cient in  fat.  Cau- 
tion. Slightly  de- 
ficient in  non- 
fatty solids  and 
milk  fat.  Caution 

Meat  Pies 

1 

— 

1 

. 1 % preservative. 
Caution. 

Cheese 

1 

1 

— 

Sweet  Pickles 

1 

1 

— 

Mixed  Vegetable  Souj 

1 1 

1 

— 

Sausages 

7 

7 

— 

Sausage  Meat 

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Golden  Bar 
Confectionery 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

93 

88 

5 
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6.  Food  Premises. 

281  visits  were  made  to  Food  premises  during  the  year. 


13  premises  were  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  bringing  the  total  number  of  premises  so  register- 
ed to  86. 

The  food  premises  register  now  contains  records  of  premises 


as  follows  : — 

Grocers  71 

Butchers  27 

Fish  and  Chips  23 

Restaurants,  cooked  meats,  etc 58 

Confectioners  14 

Bakehouses  13 

Ice  Cream  18 
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7.  Ice  Cream. 

The  Council  received  ihe  consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
to  require  all  ice  cream  premises  to  be  registered  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  and  not,  as  previously,  under  the  Couiiiy  of  Corn- 
wall Act. 

Nine  premises  were  newly  registered  during  the  year,  five 
being  for  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  in  connection 
with  ice  cream  registrations  : — 


New  ice  cream  rooms  built  2 

Sink  and  hot  water  geysers  provided  7 

Pasteurising  plant  provided  3 

Sterilisers  provided  2 

Coolers  provided  2 


Six  applications  for  the  registration  of  ice  cream  premises  were 
turned  down,  and  although  the  usual  notices  of  right  of  appeal 
were  serx'ed  in  all  cases,  no  appeals  were  lodged. 

15  ice  cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  summer  months; 
and  as  the  result  of  Methylene  Blue  Tests  were  graded  as  follows  : 


Provisional  Grade  I 4 

Provisional  Grade  II  3 

Provisional  Grade  III  1 

Provisional  Grade  IV  7 
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One  cannot  feel  satisfied  with  these  results,  when  over  half 
the  samples  taken  fall  into  the  two  lower  grades,  especially  as 
seven  out  of  eight  of  the  samples  were  from  ice  cream  produced 
in  this  area.  A considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  myself  in  connection  with  these 
unsatisfactory  samples.  Each  of  the  premises  concerned  was  visit- 
ed regularly  and  the  proprietors  advised,  and  suggestions  made, 
for  the  production  of  better  grade  ice  cream. 

8.  Slaughter  Animals  Act,  1939. 

36  slaughtermen  were  licensed  under  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 
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